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THE LANGFORD SITE (41SM197), SMITH COUNTY, TEXAS 
Mark Walters 
Introduction 
In 1960, the Walters family excavated in a house, middens, and a small cemetery at 
the Langford site ( 41 SM 197), a Middle Caddoan period settlement on a high terrace 
overlooking the Sabine River. The site is about 8 miles west of Gladewater, Texas. 
On the basis of artifacts visible on the surface, excavations consisted of trenches to 
search for occupation areas and features; in addition to the cemetery, several middens were 
also located at the Langford site. The excavations were uncontrolled, and few field notes 
were taken, but important information is available on several of the burials in the cemetery 
as well as some of the grave goods. 
Cemetery 
Seven burials were excavated in the Langford site cemetery: 
Burial l: The skeleton was fairly well preserved, with the head at the east 
end of the burial pit. The hands and feet of the individual were missing. The 
grave itself was 61 em deep. Placed as grave goods with Burial I was a 
single large, plain carinated bowl. A small stemmed arrowpoint was 
embedded in the groin area. 
Burial 2: The only skeletal remains in the 61 em deep grave pit were 
portions of a skull, probably from a child. Grave goods included a small, 
plain dish and a small Foster Trailed-Incised jar (Figure l). The jar has 
broad trailed concentric circles on the body, and two rows of punctations on 
the rim that divide sets of narrow and interlocking incised lines. The 
decoration on this Foster Trailed-Incised jars is unlike the eight varieties 
defined by Schambach and Miller (1984) or Early ( 1993) in Southwest 
Arkansas, suggesting it is either an earlier variety of the type (dating before 
ca. A.D. 13.50-1400), or a local, and as yet undefined variety of Foster 
Trailed-Incised. 
Burial3: A well-preserved skeleton with its head to the east, it was buried in 
a 97 em deep grave. Included as grave goods with Burial 3 were a bowl 
with a cross-hatched engraved design, a miniature red-slipped and engraved 
bowl, and a beaker with engraved ladders and snakes (Figure 2). 
Burial 4: Only the leg bone of this individual was preserved, but its size 
suggests thatBurial4 was an adult. Two ceramic vessels were placed with 
the individual, a plain jar and a plain red-slipped bowl (with a sandy paste). 
BurialS: This individual was likely an adult male, as the skeleton was over 
180 em in length; the head was at the eastern end of the grave. The skull 
was deformed or cranially modeled (which is a common prehistoric 
Caddoan practice [Derrick and Wilson 1997]), and the jaw was reversed. 
No grave goods were placed with this individual. 
Burial 6: This individual also had a cranially modeled skull, again with its 
head at the eastern end of the grave. A single small, plain ceramic jar was 
placed to the right of the head. 
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Figure 1. Foster Trailed-lnc.ised vessel from Buriaf 2. 
Burial 7: This was a burial of an adult, and the skeleton was in fair 
condition. Three ceramic vessels were placed in the grave: a brushed-
punctated jar; an engraved-punctated bowl with a folded rim; and a 
shouldered, plain bowl that contained a lump of kaolin clay. Another lump 
of kaolin was next to the bowl, and a deer bone was next to the engraved-
punctated bowl. A dart point was recovered in the burial fill, along with half 
of a plain platform pipe (Figure 3). The other half of the pipe was found on 
the floor of a Caddo house near the cemetery. 
Midden 
39 
The only artifact in the collection known to have been found in one of the middens. 
at the site was a large portion of an engraved bottle (Figure 4). The bottle neck is missing, 
but the globular body has engraved panels filled with diagonal engraved lines, excised 
pendant triangles below the bottle neck, and a unique set of engraved lines between the 
panels. A similar engraved bottle has been recovered from Middle Caddoan archeological 
deposits at 41UR133 in the proposed Lake Gilmer (Bo Nelson and Tim Pert.tula, 1996 
personal communication). 
Summary 
The Langford site appears to represent a single-component Middle Caddoan period 
settlement, based on the presence of several red-slipped bowls, a brushed-punc.tated vessel, 
the oceurrence of engraved ladders and panels on bottles and bowls (common Middle. 
Caddoan decorative motifs), and a vessel with engraved snake designs. While not 
common, vessels with engraved snakes appear to date only to Middle Caddoan period 
times in the Sabine River and Cypress Creek drainages (Perttula and Cruse 1996; Nelson 
and Turner 1996; see also this volume). Since few discrete Middle Caddoan period sites 
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Figure 2. Engraved Beaker from Buria13. 
Figure 3. Platform Pipe and Dart Point, Burial?. 
Journal of Northeast Texas Archaeology, No.9 (1997) 41 
Figure 4. Engraved Bottle from the Langford Site Midden. 
have been identified or studied in the Sabine River basin, the Langford site has great 
potential to contribute important new information on Caddoan lifeways during that period. 
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